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            The Mississippi Freedom Struggle


The Mississippi Civil Rights Movement represents a heroic chapter in the centuries-long African American freedom struggle. 


See The Gallery


Mississippi in Black and White


Black Mississippians emerged from slavery with their first hopeful glimpses of freedom.


See The Gallery



      



  






















  




  






  
    
      






            This Little Light of Mine


This central gallery is the heart of the museum, a soaring space filled with natural light from large windows.


See The Gallery


A Closed Society


Black citizens served in global conflicts, but began questioning why—what were they fighting for?


See The Gallery



      



  






















  




  






  
    
      






            A Tremor in the Iceberg


Young activists organized in Mississippi with the aid of people from all over the nation.


See The Gallery


I Question America


Freedom was the rallying cry of Black Mississippians in 1964 as demands for equal treatment intensified.


See The Gallery



      



  






















  




  






  
    
      






            Black Empowerment


A decade that began with Freedom Riders and sit-ins would end with Black leaders running Head Start programs and taking seats in the Mississippi state legislature.


See The Gallery


Where Do We Go From Here?


Visitors of all ages are asked to reflect on their journey through the museum and share their thoughts.


See The Gallery
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Black Empowerment:

1965–1970


Gallery #7

A decade that began with Freedom Riders and sit-ins would end with Black leaders running Head Start programs and taking seats in the Mississippi state legislature.


Learn More
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I Question America:

1963–1964


Gallery #6

Freedom Days! Freedom Democrats! Freedom Schools! Freedom Summer! Freedom danced on the lips of every Black Mississippian by 1964.


Learn More
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Where Do We Go From Here?


Gallery #8

In this final gallery of the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum, visitors of all ages are asked reflect on their journey.


Learn More
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A Tremor In the Iceberg:

1959–1963


Gallery #5

In the 1960s, a new generation of activists rose to breathe fresh urgency into the Civil Rights Movement.


Learn More
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A Closed Society:

1941–1959


Gallery #4

Black citizens served in global conflicts, but began questioning why —what were they fighting for?


Learn More
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            MISSISSIPPI CIVIL RIGHTS MUSEUM

222 NORTH STREET

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI


HOURS 
TUESDAY–SATURDAY  9AM–5PM
SUNDAY 11AM–5PM



      



  





        

                              
          
        

                              
          
        

                                                                                                                                                              
  





























  
  
    
                        
          






  
      Explore the Galleries

    
      






            Explore the movement that changed the nation. Discover stories of Mississippians like Medgar Evers, Fannie Lou Hamer, and Vernon Dahmer, as well as those who traveled many miles to stand beside them, come what may, in the name of equal rights for all.


	Mississippi’s Freedom Struggle
	Mississippi in Black & White
	This Little Light of Mine
	A Closed Society
	A Tremor in the Iceberg
	I Question America
	Black Empowerment
	Where Do We Go From Here?
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            Points of Light


The Civil Rights Movement in Mississippi is full of ordinary men and women who refused to sit silently while their brothers and sisters were denied their basic freedoms. A number of these heroes are featured throughout the museum as Points of Light, shining exemplars of dignity, strength, and perseverance in the face of oppression.
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Rabbi Perry Nussbaum


A Toronto native, Rabbi Perry Nussbaum came to Jackson’s Beth Israel Congregation in 1954. He spoke out against segregation in his sermons, despite a congregation that largely remained silent. In 1961, Nussbaum was moved by the sacrifice of the young Freedom Riders, if not entirely in favor of their methods. Since about a third of the Riders were Jewish, he tried to organize the state’s rabbis to visit them at Parchman, but none agreed. So each week he drove north to Sunflower County to deliver personal items and cigarettes, and he led a short worship service. In 1964, he organized the Committee of Concern, which raised money to rebuild Black churches. As a result of his activism, Rabbi Nussbaum’s temple and home were bombed. 










    














  




[image: Governor William F. Winter]
















Governor William F. Winter


 "Poorly educated people translate into poor people," said Governor William Winter, who led the effort to pass the landmark Education Reform Act in 1982. The act established a public kindergarten system for all Mississippi students, made school attendance compulsory, raised teacher salaries, and tightened teacher certification requirements. Winter held hearing around the state to build grassroots support. Opponents objected to new sales and income taxes used to fund the bill. The Legislative Black Caucus strongly supported the bill because poor schools disproportionately affected Black Mississippians.














    

  
          










  





        

                                                                                                                                                                                              
  





























  
  
    
                        
          






  
      Explore Mississippi

    
      






            Many of the homes, colleges, and historic sites discussed in this gallery still exist today. Journey beyond the museum walls and explore the places where history happened.



      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      










  
    
      
      
      




    









Forks of the Road Slave Market


[image: The Forks of the Road Slave Market at Natchez]Location of the second-largest slave market in the Deep South


232 St. Catherine Street

Natchez, Mississippi


Visit Website











    









Emmitt Till Interpretive Center


[image: Emmitt Till Interpretive Center]Established in 2005 to serve as a commemoration of the events of 1955. 


120 North Court Street

Sumner, Mississippi 38957


Visit Website
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            222 North St #2205

Jackson, MS 39201

601-576-6800


Contact
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